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California moves to dismantle nation's largest death row 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, who three years 
ago placed a moratorium 
on executions, now is mov- 
ing to dismantle the United 
States' largest death row 
by moving all condemned 
inmates to other prisons 
within two years. The goal 
is to turn the section at San 
Quentin State Prison into a 
"positive, healing environ- 
ment." Newsom said Mon- 
day it's an outgrowth of 
his opposition to what he 
believes is a deeply flawed 
system, one that "gets my 
blood boiling." "The pros- 
pect of your ending up on 
death row has more to do 
with your wealth and race 
than it does your guilt or in- 
nocence," he said. "We talk 
about justice, we preach 
justice, but as a nation, we 
don't practice it on death 
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row.” California, which last 
carried out an execution 
in 2006, is one of 28 states 
that maintain death rows, 
along with the U.S. govern- 
ment, according to the 
Death Penalty Information 
Center. While other states 
like Illinois have abolished 
executions, California is 
merging its condemned 
inmates into the general 
prison population with no 
expectation that any will 
face execution anytime in 
the near future. 

“We are starting the proc- 
ess of closing death row to 
repurpose and_ transform 
the current housing units 
into something innovative 
and anchored in rehabili- 
tation,” California Depart- 


ment of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation sookeswom- 
an Vicky Waters told The 
Associated Press. 
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Barbed wire is seen inside the east block of death row at San Quentin State Prison Tuesday, Aug. 
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Shown is the entrance to the east block of death row at San Quentin State Prison, Aug. 16, 2016, in San Quentin, Calif. 
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Oregon © similarly — trans- 
ferred its much = smaller 
condemned population to 
other inmate housing two 
years ago. 

Newsom, a Democrat, im- 
posed a moratorium on 
executions in 2019 and shut 
down the state's execution 
chamber at San Quen- 
tin, north of San Francisco. 
Now his administration is 
turning on its head a 2016 
voter-approved _ initiative 
intended to expedite ex- 
ecutions by capitalizing on 
one provision that allowed 
inmates to be moved off 
death row. 

"The underlying motive 
of the administration is to 
mainstream as many of 
these condemned = mur- 
derers as possible," said 
Michael Rushford, presi- 
dent of the Criminal Justice 
Legal Foundation, which 


——, 


backed the initiative. "Our 
objective was to speed up 
the process." 

He added he doesn't think 
victims are happy with the 
administration's decision. 
"They're moving con- 
demned murderers into 
facilities that are going to 
make their lives better and 
offer them more amenities, 
while the victims still mourn 
the death of their family 
member,” Rushford said. 
Newsom said voters ap- 
proved the move, though 
he doubts many under- 
stood the provision. 

"When they affirmed the 
death penalty, they also 
affirmed a responsibility ... 
to actually move that pop- 
ulation on death row out 
and to get them working," 
Newsom said. 

Corrections officials be- 
gan a voluntary two-year 
pilot program in January 


2020 that as of Friday had 
moved 116 of the state's 
673 condemned male in- 
mates to one of seven oth- 
er prisons that have maxi- 
mum security facilities and 
are surrounded by lethal 
electrified fences. 

They intend to submit per- 
manent proposed regu- 
lations within weeks that 
would make the transfers 
mandatory and "allow 
for the repurposing of alll 
death row housing units,” 
Waters said. 

The ballot measure ap- 
proved six years ago also 
required condemned in- 
mates to participate in 
prison jobs, with 70% of the 
money going for restitution 
to their victims, and correc- 
tions officials said that's their 
goal with the transfers. By 
the end of last year, more 
than $49,000 in restitution 
had been collected under 
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the pilot program. 
Newsom's proposed bud- 
get for the fiscal year start- 
ing July 1 seeks $1.5 million 
to find new uses for the va- 
cant condemned housing. 
It notes that death row and 
its supporting activities are 
in the same area as facili- 
ties used for rehabilitation 
programs for medium-se- 
curity San Quentin inmates. 
The money would be used 
to hire a consultant to 
"develop options for (the) 
space focused on creating 
a positive, healing environ- 
ment to provide increased 
rehabilitative, educational 
and health care opportuni- 
ties." 

San Quentin's never-used 
$853,000 execution cham- 
ber is in a separate area of 
the prison, and there are 
no plans to "repurpose" that 
area, Waters said. 
California voters supported 
the death penalty in 2012 
and 2016, though legisla- 
tive opponents have said 
they hope to put the is- 
sue before voters again in 
coming years. An advisory 
panel to Newsom and law- 
makers, the Committee on 
Revision of the Penal Code, 
in November became the 


latest to recommend re- 
pealing the death penalty, 
calling it "beyond repair." 
Under the state's transfer 
program, condemned. in- 
mates moved to other pris- 
ons can be housed in soli- 
tary or disciplinary confine- 
ment if officials decide they 
cannot be safely housed 
with others, although they 
are supposed to be inter- 
spersed with other inmates. 
Inmates on death row are 
housed one to a cell, but 
the transferred inmates 
can be housed with others 
if it's deemed safe. 

"There have been no safety 
concerns, and no major 
disciplinary issues have oc- 
curred," Waters said. 

When it comes to jobs 
and other’ rehabilitation 
activities, condemned. in- 
mates outside death row 
are treated similarly to in- 
mates serving sentences 
of life without parole. That 
includes a variety of jobs 
such as maintenance and 
administrative duties, ac- 
cording to prison officials. 
The condemned inmates 
are counted more often 
and are constantly super- 
vised during activities, of- 
ficials said. Under current 
rules, condemned inmates 
can be transferred unless 
they are in restricted hous- 
ing for disciplinary reasons, 
have pending charges, or 
have been found guilty of 
certain disciplinary offenses 
in the past five years. 

But they also are "carefully 
screened to determine 
whether they can. safely 
participate in the program,” 
according to the depari- 
ment. That includes things 
like each inmate's security 
level, medical, psychiat- 
ric and other needs, their 
behavior, safety concerns 
and notoriety. 

Female condemned _in- 
mates are housed at the 
Central California Women's 
Facility in Chowchilla. They 
can transfer to less restric- 
tive housing within § the 
same prison, and eight of 
the 21 have done so. 

The men can be moved 
to California Correctional 
Institution; California Medi- 
cal Facility; California State 
Prison, Corcoran; Centi- 
nela State Prison; Kern Val- 
ley State Prison; Richard J. 
Donovan Correctional Fa- 
cility; or Salinas Valley State 
Prison.) 
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Georgia DA investigating Trump asks FBI for security help 


By KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — The pros- 
ecutor who's investigating 
whether Donald Trump and 
others broke the law by try- 
ing to pressure Georgia offi- 
cials to overturn Joe Biden's 
presidential election victory 
is asking the FBI for security 
help after the former presi- 
dent railed against prose- 
cutors investigating him. 
Fulton County District At- 
torney Fani Willis on Sun- 
day wrote a letter to the 
FBI office in Atlanta asking 
for a risk assessment of the 
county courthouse, where 
her office is located, and 
government center. She 
also asked the FBI to pro- 
vide protective resources, 
"to include intelligence and 
federal agents." 

At his rally Saturday night 
outside Houston, Trump 
lashed out against the on- 
going investigations in New 
York, Georgia and Wash- 
ington and called on his 
supporters to stage mass 
protests if he is mistreated 
by them. In her letter, Willis 
quoted comments Trump 
made at the rally. 

"If these radical, vicious, 
racist prosecutors do any- 
thing wrong or illegal, | 
hope we are going to have 
in this country the biggest 
protest we have ever had 


Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks during an interview at her office, Feb. 24, 2021, 


in Atlanta. 


in Washington, D.C, in New 
York, in Atlanta and else- 
where, because our Coun- 
try and our elections are 
corrupt," Trump said. 

The comments were par- 
ticularly notable = given 
Trump's role in inciting the 
Jan. 6, 2021, storming of 
the Capitol building. Trump 
also suggested he might 
pardon those charged for 
their role in the riot if he runs 
for president again and 
wins reelection. 

Willis last year opened an 


investigation into any po- 
tential attempts to improp- 
erly influence the 2020 gen- 
eral election in Georgia by 
Trump and his associates. A 
special grand jury is set to 
be seated May 2 to aid in 
that investigation and Wil- 
lis asked the FBI to take the 
steps she requested well in 
advance of that date. 

"My staff and | will not be 
influenced or intimidated 
by anyone as this investiga- 
tion moves forward," Willis 
wrote. 
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She added that her office 
has already taken steps to 
address security concerns 
"considering the communi- 
cations we have received 
from persons unhappy with 
our commitment to fulfill 
our duties." She said she's 
also working with county 
officials on the need for ex- 
tra security measures as the 
investigation progresses. 

But she said security con- 
cers were "escalated" 
over the weekend as Trump 
focused on the prosecutors 


looking into his actions, call- 
ing them "vicious, horrible 
people" and "racists." The 
rhetoric is especially alarm- 
ing, Willis wrote, in light of 
Trump's suggestion that if he 
returns to the White House, 
he could give pardons to 
people who stormed the 
U.S. Capitol last year in an 
effort to block the certifica- 
tion of Biden's win. 

"We must work together 
to keep the public safe 
and ensure that we do not 
have a tragedy in Atlanta 
similar to what happened 
at the United States Capitol 
on January 6, 2021," Willis 
wrote in the letter to the FBI. 
Jenna Sellitto, a spokesper- 
son for the FBI in Atlanta, 
confirmed receipt of the 
letter but declined to com- 
ment further. 

In his pushback against 
the various investigations 
centered on him, Trump 
has taken particular aim at 
New York Attorney General 
Letitia James, who recently 
said her office has uncov- 
ered evidence that Trump's 
company used "fraudulent 
or misleading" valuations 
of his properties to secure 
loans and tax benefits. That 
includes playing a video 
at a previous rally that fea- 
tures footage of her vowing 
to take on Trump as she ran 
for election.) 


HUD prioritizes environment, economic equity in bloc grants 


By ASHRAF KHALIL 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
has laid out new guidelines 
for the disbursal of $2 bil- 
lion in disaster-relief block 
grants, with an emphasis 
on climate-change mitiga- 
tion and equity for under- 
served communities. 

The new guidelines, pub- 
lished Monday in the Fed- 
eral Register, spell out spe- 
cific priorities for the use of 
the funds by state and lo- 
cal agencies that receive 
the Community Develop- 
ment Block Grants. 

The funds were allocated 
last year to aid in relief ef- 
forts for disasters that took 
place in 2020 in 10 states 
and _ territories. These in- 
clude: wildfires in California, 
a dam collapse in Michi- 


gan, Hurricane Zeta in Mis- 
sissippi, and earthquakes 
and Tropical Storm Isaias in 
Puerto Rico. 

These block grants tradi- 
tionally come with a great 
deal of flexibility for local 
authorities and recipient 
agencies to decide where 
best to target the funds de- 
pending on the nature of 
the disaster. For example, 
wildfires tend to largely 
destroy buildings and resi- 
dences, while storms and 
hurricanes often do the 
most damage to infrastruc- 
ture like bridges, sewers 
and electrical grids. 

Most of that flexibility will 
remain, but HUD is now 
directing recipient agen- 
cies to prioritize long-term 
environmental _ resilience 
and serving _ traditionally 
marginalized populations. 


The guidelines have been 
largely expected, and HUD 
Secretary Marcia L. Fudge 
spoke of these specific pri- 
orities when then grants 
were first announced in No- 
vember 2021. 

Fudge said at the time that 
the disbursal of the funds 
would reflect President Joe 
Biden's emphasis on "ad- 
dressing climate justice in 
hard-hit communities," and 
"puilding long-term and in- 
clusive resilience to the im- 
pacts of climate change, 
particularly for underserved 
and marginalized commuvu- 
nities." 

HUD spokesman Michael 
Burns said the agency 
is defining underserved 
communities as areas that 
"were economically — dis- 
tressed before the disas- 
ter" and populations that 


Mark Andollina, left, and Shane Holder, remove part of a roof 
damaged by Hurricane Zeta from the road at the Cajun Tide 
Beach Resort in Grand Isle, La., Oct. 30, 2020. 


"have been systematically 
denied a full opportunity 
to participate in aspects 
of economic, social, and 
civic life." 

All new construction fund- 
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ed by the grants will need 
to be built to green stan- 
dards that emphasis ener- 
gy efficiency and resilience 
against similar disasters 
down the line. 


TUESDAY 1 FEBRUARY Ad] U.S. NEWS 


Mandate to vaccinate New Orleans schoolchildren kicking in 


By REBECCA SANTANA 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — As 
school systems across the 
U.S. struggle to keep class- 
rooms open amid the pan- 
demic, New Orleans is set 
to become the nation's first 
major district to mandate 
COVID-19 vaccinations for 
children 5 and up, though 
state regulations will allow 
parents to opt out easily. 
Ahead of Tuesday's dead- 
line, many schools in the 
city have been holding 
vaccination events, includ- 
ing one at KIPP Believe 
school. 

One by one, dozens of chil- 
dren presented their signed 
permission slips, pUshed up 
the sleeves of their pale 
yellow school uniform shirts 
and — often wincing, but 
rarely with tears — re- 
ceived a shot. Then they 
got candy. 

Some said they had loved 
ones who had gotten the 
coronavirus and wanted to 
do what they could to pro- 
tect their families. Others 
said their parents decided. 
Eight-year-old Nyla Carey 
had talked to her mother. 
"She said that the COVID 
shot was to protect you. 
And so now | want to be 
brave," the — third-grader 
said before going back to 
class. 

Schools Superintendent 
Henderson Lewis said the 
requirement, announced 
in December in the district 
of nearly 46,000 students, 
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A young boy walks down a hallway to get tested for COVID-19 at L.B. Landry High School in the 
Algiers neighborhood of New Orleans, on Jan. 3, 2022. 


won't lead to youngsters 
being kicked out of school 
come Tuesday. 

Waivers for those opposed 
to vaccination are easy to 
obtain under state regula- 
tions, and schools will work 
with students who. aren't 
inoculated, he said. But 
eventually everyone will 
have to be vaccinated or 
have a waiver. 

New Orleans is a Demo- 
cratic enclave in a red 
state, and the city and the 
district are outliers in the 
South, where many parents 
and elected officials have 
balked at measures to con- 
trol the coronavirus. 

In fact, Louisiana Health 
Department guidelines say 


parents can obtdin waiv- 
ers from any immunization 
simply by citing medical, 
religious or philosophical 
objections. 

Tulane University epidemiol- 
ogist Susan Hassig said that 
even with the waiver op- 
tion, the mandate is a good 
way to get students vac- 
cinated. She said parents 
who were a little unsure or 
hadn't gotten around to it 
will have a stronger motiva- 
tion to get their kids' shots. 
The New Orleans public 
school system consists en- 
tirely of charter schools, 
which are taxpayer-sup- 
ported but independently 
operated. If has a mask 
mandate in place, and 
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thousands of students are 
tested weekly. There's been 
little of the public contro- 
versy seen in other districts, 
where parents have berat- 
ed school boards. 
Henderson said the man- 
date was a bottom-up de- 
cision, with charter school 
operators across the district 
submitting letters of sup- 
port, as opposed to district 
officials imposing the policy 
on their own. 

About one-quarter — of 
the district's schools were 
closed to in-person learn- 
ing in mid-January as the 
omicron wave hit. staff 
members and students, ac- 
cording to Henderson. 
Christine Pitts of the Center 


on Reinventing Public Edu- 
cation suggested that the 
charter schools’ habit of 
operating independently 
might have played a role 
in their support for the vac- 
cine requirement. 

The measure is also in step 
with others taken by the 
city at large to curb the 
virus, including a recently 
reinstituted mask mandate 
and vaccination require- 
ments for everyone 5 and 
older to enter certain plac- 
es, such as restaurants. 

A few other school districts 
around the country have 
taken similar measures. 
Students in Washington, 
D.C., will be required to 
be vaccinated by March 
1. The Los Angeles school 
system delayed a require- 
ment that students 12 and 
up be vaccinated after it 
became clear that thou- 
sands of unvaccinated stu- 
dents who didn't meet the 
requirement would have to 
do online learning. 

But many states have gone 
the other direction, in some 
cases banning schools from 
mandating the vaccine. 
About 55% of all S- to 
17-year-olds in New Orleans 
have had at least one dose 
of the vaccine, according 
to city figures. Statewide 
the number is about 26%. 
That compares with 66% of 
]2- to 17-year-olds and 30% 
of 5- to 11-year-olds nation- 
ally, according to the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention.) 


Family wants no contact with woman facing terrorism charge 
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Alexandria Sheriff's Office 


This undated photo provided 
by the Alexandria, Va., Sher- 
iff's Office in January 2022 
shows Allison Fluke-Ekren. 
Associated Press 


By MATTHEW BARAKAT 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) 


— The family of a Kansas 
woman charged with join- 
ing the Islamic State group 
and leading an all-female 
battalion says they want 
nothing to do with her, a 
prosecutor said Monday. 
Allison Ekren, 42, made 
an initial appearance on 
Monday afternoon in U.S. 
District Court in Alexandria. 
The hearing lasted only 
minutes; she was ordered 
to remain in jail pending a 
detention hearing set for 
Thursday afternoon, and 
an attorney was appointed 
to represent her. 

At the end of the hearing, 
though, First Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Raj Parekh told 


the judge that he had been 
in contact with Ekren's par- 
ents and her adult children, 
and all had said they want- 
ed no contact with her. 
The magistrate judge, lvan 
Davis, said he had little 
ability to keep her from 
reaching out to her fam- 
ily from jail, but told Ekren 
he would take it into ac- 
count at Thursday's hearing 
if she contacted her family 
against their wishes. 

Ekren, speaking in a soft- 
spoken voice and wear- 
ing an inmate jumpsuit 
and headscarf, said she 
understood the restriction. 
She also told the judge, in 
response to his question, 


that she preferred to be 
addressed as Ekren. The 
Justice Department used 
her full name, Allison Fluke- 
Ekren, when it announced 
charges against her Satur- 
day. 

Prosecutors say Ekren want- 
ed to recruit operatives to 
attack a college campus in 
the U.S. and discussed the 
idea of attacking a shop- 
ping mall. She told one wit- 
ness that "she considered 
any attack that did not 
kill a large number of indi- 
viduals to be a waste of re- 
sources," according to an 
FBI affidavit. 

The affidavit also alleges 
Ekren became leader of 


an Islamic State unit called 
"Khatiba Nusaybah" in the 
Syrian city of Raqqa in late 
2016. The all-female unit 
was trained in the use of 
AK-47 rifles, grenades and 
suicide belts. 

According to court pa- 
pers, Ekren moved to Egypt 
in 2008 and traveled fre- 
quently between Egypt 
and the U.S. over the next 
three years. She has not 
been in the U.S. since 2011. 
Prosecutors believe she 
moved to Syria around 
2012. 

Ekren's newly appointed 
attorney, Joseph _ King, 
declined comment after 
Monday's hearing.) 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union nations often still tax 
and subsidize their energy 
sources in contradiction 
with their committed cli- 
mate goals, and a majority 
spend more supporting fos- 
sil fuels than renewables. 
After reviewing carbon 
pricing measures, energy 
taxation levels and energy 
subsidies in the 27-country 
region, the EU’s external 
auditor warned Monday 
that the amount that ener- 
gy sources are taxed does 
not mirror their greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

The European Court of Au- 
ditors found that more pol- 
luting energy sources may 
get a tax advantage com- 
pared with others with bet- 
ter carbon efficiency. Coal, 
for instance, is on average 
taxed less than natural 
gas which is more carbon 
efficient and some fossil 
fuels are taxed less than 
electricity, which could be 
produced by low-carbon 
sources. Auditors said their 
review aims to contribute 
to the debate around the 
European Commission pro- 
posal to change the bloc’s 
energy tax directive, which 


2022. 


sets minimum tax levels. 
They noted that while a 
majority of EU countries im- 
pose high taxes on fuels, 
several others keep taxes 
close to the minimum. 
“Low carbon prices and 
low energy taxes on fossil 
fuels increase the relative 
cost of greener technolo- 
gies and delay the energy 
transition,” they said. 

Within the EU, energy taxes 


WORLD NEWS AD FEBRUARY 2022 
EU auditor: Fossil fuels get more tax breaks than renewables 


A woman walks in the fog past EU flags in front of EU headquarters in Brussels, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 


make up 78% of total envi- 
ronmental taxes worth 330 
billion euros ($370 billion) 
per year. 

Fossil fuel subsidies in the 
EU have remained largely 
constant over the past 10 
years around 55 billion to 58 
billion euros (about $62 bil- 
lion to $65 billion) per year 
which auditors say has hin- 
dered the transition toward 
a greener economy. 
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Member countries provid- 
ed about two-thirds of the 
aid through tax exemptions 
or reductions. 

While renewable energy 
subsidies are higher across 
the bloc, 15 EU countries 
spend more supporting fos- 
sil fuels than renewables. 
The European Commission 
and some member coun- 
tries have committed to 
phase out fossil fuel subsi- 


dies by 2025, but the audi- 
tors said it “will be a chal- 
lenging social and eco- 
nomic transition.” 

The European Court of Au- 
ditors, however, said re- 
newable energy subsidies 
almost quadrupled be- 
tween 2008 and 2019 and 
that the use of renewables 
to produce electricity went 
up in all member countries 
over the last decade. 

As part of the “European 
Green Deal,” the EU has 
committed to — cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by at least 55% by 2030 
compared with 1990 lev- 
els. Brussels also is aiming to 
become “climate neutral” 
by midcentury. Scientists 
say this goal needs to be 
achieved to keep average 
global temperatures from 
rising above 2 degrees Cel- 
sius (3.6 F) by 2100. 

The EU’s executive branch 
has proposed creating a 
carbon market for buildings 
and vehicles, which would 
not be tied to the current 
EU emission trading system 
that it wants to extend to 
ships. The EU also is con- 
sidering a carbon tax on 
imports from countries that 
don’t have the same envi- 
ronmental restrictions. L) 


Europe storms: Ships collide off Dutch coast; crew evacuated 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Rescue helicop- 
ters evacuated all 18 crew 
members from a ship that 
was left drifting rudderless 
in a wind turbine park off 
the Dutch North Sea coast 
Monday after it collided 
with another ship and be- 
gan taking on water during 
a powerful storm, emer- 
gency services said. 

The collision happened as 
Storm Corrie lashed parts 
of the northern Europe. It 
came after Storm Malik 
killed at least four people 
over the weekend, de- 
stroying houses, unleashing 
flooding and leaving thou- 
sands of households with- 
out electricity. 

A freighter called the Juliet- 
ta D collided with another 
boat about 20 miles (32 ki- 
lometers) west of the port 
of ljmuiden, said Edward 
Zwitser, a spokesman. for 


the Royal Dutch Lifeboat 
Company. 

The other boat, the Pecho- 
ra Star, also was damaged, 
but was able to continue its 


voyage. 
The Dutch coast guard 
said that all crew members 
were rescued. It didn’t im- 
mediately provide more 


A storm sweeping over the Netherlands sent a tree crashing 


details of the rescue on 
the high seas amid power- 
ful winds. Dutch television 
showed the rescued crew 
arriving in a helicopter at 
Amsterdam's Schiphol Air- 
port. 

Three helicopters, including 
one from Belgium, were in- 
volved in the rescue opera- 


down on the roof and windshield of a car in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, Monday, Jan. 31, 2022. 
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tion. 

The Juliette D_ suffered 
damage “that poses direct 
danger for the 18 crew on 
board,” spokesman Ed- 
ward Zwitser told The Asso- 
ciated Press in a telephone 
interview. 

Both ships had been an- 
chored off the coast, but 
the Julietta D's anchor “did 
not hold,” the coast guard 
said. 

Hours later, with winds eas- 
ing in the Netherlands, the 
Julietta D was still drifting 
and the coast guard said 
efforts were underway to 
attach a line to a tugboat 
so that the vessel could be 
towed to safety. 
Thousands of homes in the 
Nordic region remained 
without power Monday 
and there were reports of 
flooding in North Sea and 
Baltic Sea harbors in the re- 
gion. 

The western Netherlands 
were hard hit Monday 


morning with powerful 
gusts uprooting trees and 
causing traffic problems. 
Storm Corrie also hit Scot- 
land late Sunday, hot on 
the heels of Storm Ma- 
lik, which left thousands 
in Scotland and northern 
England without power as 
it blew down trees, dam- 
aged power lines and 
ripped roofs off homes. 

A nine-year-old boy in the 
English county of Stafford- 
shire and a_ 60-year-old 
woman in the Scottish city 
of Aberdeen died after 
trees were torn down on 
Saturday. 

Also over the weekend, 
Danish media reported 
that a 78-year-old woman 
died from severe injuries 
after falling in strong winds. 
In neighboring Germany, 
local media reported that 
aman was killed on Satur- 
day after being hit by a bill- 
board that was loosened 
by the storm.Q) 
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U.S.-allied Syria force says it foiled major IS comeback plot 


By ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — A US. 
backed Kurdish-led force 
said Monday that a prison 
overrun by the Islamic State 
group in northeastern Syria 
was now fully under its con- 
trol, thwarting a danger- 
ous plot by the extremists 
to launch further, multiple 
attacks across the volatile 
region. 

It also appealed for the in- 
ternational =community’s 
help in taking responsibility 
for the tens of thousands of 
IS fighters and their families 
in detention centers and 
camps under its control. 
The Syrian Democratic 
Forces said more than 120 
of their fighters and prison 
workers died in the 10-day 
standoff at the Gweiran 
prison, also known as al- 
Sinaa prison, which houses 
at least 3,000 Islamic State 
group detainees. Some 374 
IS. militants, including the 
initial attackers, were also 
killed, it added. 

The Jan. 20 assault on one 
of the largest detention fa- 
cilities in Syria has turned 
the city of Hassakeh into a 
conflict zone and forced 
thousands of residents to 
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U.S. band Syrian Democratic Forces soldiers search for Islamic State militants in Hassakeh, Syria, 


Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022. 


flee. The fighting drew in 
the U.S.-led coalition, which 
carried out airstrikes and 
deployed American per- 
sonnel in Bradley Fighting 
Vehicles to the scene. 

It was the biggest military 
operation by the extremist 
group since the fall of its self- 
declared caliphate in 2019 
and came as the militants 
staged deadly attacks in 
both Syria and Iraq that 
stoked fears that IS may be 
staging a comeback. At a 


press conference Monday, 
SDF commander Nowruz 
Ahmad said the IS prison 
attack aimed at liberating 
a number of terrorist de- 
tainees, but also was part 
of a broader plot that IS 
had been preparing for a 
long time. 

According to seized docu- 
ments and confessions 
of some of the attackers, 
the extremist group had 
planned attacks on other 
neighborhoods in Has- 
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sakeh, the town of Shad- 
dada and areas of Deir 
el-Zour in eastern Syria. Also 
planned were simultane- 
ous attacks on the al-Hol 
camp, which houses thou- 
sands of families of IS mem- 
bers. 

“They (IS) wanted to launch 
a massive attack on the re- 
gion, and once again to 
spread their terror and im- 
pose darkness on the peo- 
ple of the region and revive 
the terrorist organization 
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once again,” Ahmad said. 
She also accused neigh- 
boring Turkey, an archen- 
emy of the Kurds, of facili- 
tating and assisting in the 
organization of the prison 
attack but did not provide 
evidence. 

Ahmad said the attack 
demonstrated the need for 
radical solutions to the on- 
going presence of tens of 
thousands of IS detainees 
and their families in north- 
eastern Syria, as well as ex- 
pediting the trial and pros- 
ecution of IS terrorists. 

In Washington, State De- 
partment spokesperson 
Ned Price commended the 
SDF for their effective re- 
sponse to the prison attack. 
IS's “desperate and vio- 
lent tactics are a grave 
reminder to the world that 
the terrorist group remains 
a threat that can and must 
be defeated,” he said in a 
statement. 

“Due to the effective re- 
sponse of the SDF, in part- 
nership with U.S. and Co- 
alition forces, senior ISIS 
leaders were captured or 
killed during the attempt 
to free detained ISIS mem- 
bers from detention” he 
added.) 


Israel calls on Amnesty not to release 
apartheid report 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel on 
Monday called on Amnes- 
ty International not to pub- 
lish an upcoming report 
accusing it of apartheid, 
saying the conclusions of 
the London-based interna- 
tional human rights group 
are “false, biased and an- 
tisemitic.” 

Amnesty is expected to join 
the New York-based Hu- 
man Rights Watch and the 
Israeli rights group B’Tselem 
in accusing Israel of the in- 
ternational crime of apart- 
heid based on its nearly 55- 
year military occupation of 
lands the Palestinians want 
for a future state and be- 
cause of its treatment of its 
own Arab minority. 

Israel dismissed the other 
reports as biased, but is 
adopting a much more 
adversarial stance this time 
around. Foreign Minister 
Yair Lapid has said Israel 


expects intensified efforts 
this year to brand it as an 
apartheid state in interna- 
tional bodies and hopes to 
head them off. 

In a statement issued Mon- 
day, he said Amnesty “is 
just another radical orga- 
nization which echoes pro- 
paganda, without seriously 
checking the facts,” and 
that it “echoes the same 
lies shared by terrorist orga- 
nizations.” 

“Israel isn't perfect, but we 
are a democracy commit- 
ted to international law, 
open to criticism, with a 
free press and a strong and 
independent judicial sys- 
tem,” Lapid said. 

Amnesty did not immedi- 
ately respond to a request 
for comment. 

The Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement that Amnesty’s 
report “denies the state of 
Israel’s right to exist as the 


nation state of the Jewish 
people.” 

“Its extremist language and 
distortion of historical con- 
text were designed to de- 
monize Israel and pour fuel 
onto the fire of antisemi- 
tism,” it added. 

Neither Human — Rights 
Watch nor B'Tselem com- 
pared Israel to South Africa, 
where an apartheid system 
based on white suprema- 
cy and racial segregation 
was in place from 1948 un- 
til the early 1990s. Instead, 
they evaluate Israel's poli- 
cies based on international 
conventions like the Rome 
Statute, which defines 
apartheid as “an institution- 
alized regime of systematic 
oppression and domination 
by one racial group over 
any other racial group.” 
They argue that Israel's 
various policies in the ter- 
ritories under its control are 


Palestinians use a ladder to climb over the separation barrier 
with Israel on their way to pray at the al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, in Al- 
Ram, north of Jerusalem, July 11, 2014. 


aimed at preserving a Jew- 
ish majority in as much of 
the land as possible by sys- 
tematically denying basic 
rights to Palestinians. Israel 
says its policies are aimed 
at ensuring the survival and 
security of the world’s only 
Jewish state. The Interna- 
tional Criminal Court is al- 
ready investigating poten- 
tial war crimes committed 
by Israel and Palestinian 
militants in the occupied 
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territories. After last year’s 
Gaza war, the U.N. Hu- 
man Rights Council set up 
a permanent commission 
of inquiry to investigate 
abuses in Israel, the West 
Bank and Gaza, including 
“systematic discrimination 
and repression based on 
national, ethnic, racial or 
religious identity.” Israel has 
accused both the ICC and 
the U.N. rights body of be- 
ing biased against it.) 


By MARIA VERZA and ELLIOT 
SPAGAT 

Associated Press 

REYNOSA, Mexico (AP) — A 
revived Trump-era policy to 
make asylum-seekers wait 
in Mexico for hearings in 
U.S. court is reviled by im- 
migration advocates and 
repudiated by the Biden 
administration, which act- 
ed under a judge's order. 
Asylum hopeful Alexander 
Sanchez of Venezuela has 
a more favorable view. 
"There is no other way to 
cross legally and, for that 
reason, | think it's good," he 
said at a migrant shelter in 
Reynosa, a Mexican bor- 
der city where he has been 
living for nineé months with 
his wife and their 5-year-old 
daughter. 

Sanchez's optimism reflects 
the desperation of migrants 
who have seen asylum shut 
down under U.S. restric- 
tions that deny humanitar- 
ian protections on grounds 
of preventing spread of 
the coronavirus, another 
Trump-era policy that the 
Biden administration sup- 
ports. 

The U.S. returned its first asy- 
lum-seekers from Browns- 
ville, Texas, starting Jan. 
25, under its "Migrant Pro- 
tection Protocols" policy. It 
was barely noticed — the 
latest step in a slow-moving 
rollout across the border 
to make asylum hearings 
available to migrants who 
wait in Mexico. 

So far, "MPP 2.0" pales com- 
pared to pandemic-relat- 
ed restrictions on seeking 
asylum at the border. Only 
381 migrants had been re- 
turned to Mexico to wait for 
hearings from Dec. 6, when 
it resumed in El Paso, Texas, 
through Wednesday, ac- 
cording to the U.N. migra- 
tion agency. 

U.S. authorities expelled mi- 
grants more than 1.5 million 
times without an opportu- 
nity to claim asylum since 
March 2020 under the pan- 
demic restrictions known as 
Title 42 authority, named 
for a 1944 public health 
law. In December alone, 
they were expelled nearly 
80,000 times. 

Walter Alexis Beltran said 
staying at a camp of some 
2,000 migrants in Reynosa's 
central plaza with his wife 
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Some asylum aspirants pin hopes on Trump-era policy 


Migrants mainly from Honduras and Nicaragua seeking asylum sit in line after turning themselves 
in upon crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, in La Joya, Texas, May 17, 2021. 


and 4-year-old daughter 
was better than living at 
home in El Salvador. The 
optometrist charges 25 
cents to charge migrants’ 
phones with a battery he 
purchased with his last sav- 
ings. 

Beltran has been living at 
the camp for four months, 
disappointed that U.S. au- 
thorities sent him back to 
Mexico under Title 42 au- 
thority without a chance to 
make his case for asylum. 
He said he paid a smuggler 
$4,500 to reach the USS. 
from Mexico. 

"MPP has advantages and 
disadvantages," Beltran 
said amid a labyrinth of 
tents. "The disadvantage is 
that it's dangerous here." 
Their hopes may be mis- 
placed. Less than 1% 
of claims were granted 
among more than 70,000 
people in MPP from. its 
launch in January 2019 to 
when President Joe Biden 
suspended it on his first day 
in office a year ago, ac- 
cording to Syracuse Univer- 
sity's Transactional Records 
ACCess Clearinghouse. 
About half were pending 
and the rest denied or dis- 
missed. 


In August, U.S. District 
Judge Matthew  Kacs- 
maryk, a Trump appointee 
in Amarillo, Texas, ordered 
that the policy be reinstat- 
ed "in good faith," subject 
to Mexico's acceptance, 
triggering months of in- 
tense bilateral talks. Biden 
has been highly critical of 
the policy, largely because 
it exposes migrants to ex- 
treme violence while wait- 
ing in Mexico. 

Despite the appearance 
of asylum being virtually 
banned, U.S. authorities 
process about six of every 
10 people who cross illegal- 
ly under immigration laws, 
which include the right to 
seek asylum. Nearly all of 
them — about 100,000 in 
December alone — are re- 
leased or detained in the 
U.S. while judges consider 
their cases. The adminis- 
tration has not said why 
so many can seek asylum 
while remaining in the U.S. 
—and so many can't. 
More clarity about U.S. poli- 
cies is needed, said Abra- 
ham Barberi, founder of the 
Dulce Refugio de Matam- 
oros migrant shelter east of 
Reynosa, who is in regular 
contact with U.S. authori- 
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ties. 

"Their goal is fewer people 
coming and discouraging 
people but they have to 
make clear who can come 
and who can't," Barberi 
said. "People need clear di- 
rection." 

Talks to resume MPP began 
every other week after the 
judge's order in August and 
became more frequent 
as negotiators tackled a 
growing number of. stick- 
ing points and logistics and 
as small migrant caravans 
moved through southern 
Mexico. 

From the start, Mexico wor- 
ried about returning peo- 
ple with court dates in the 
U.S. to the state of Tamau- 
lipas, Considered the bor- 
der's most dangerous area. 
It lies across from Texas' Rio 
Grande Valley, the busiest 
corridor for illegal crossings. 
The Biden administration 
started "MPP 2.0" in El Paso 
with plans to process 30 
to 50 people a day there, 
according to a USS. official 
who was not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly 
and spoke on condition 
of anonymity. They fell far 
short, even after extending 
the policy to San Diego in 


early January. 

Of 256 asylum-seekers re- 
turned from El Paso as of 
Jan. 12, Nicaraguans ac- 
counted for about three 
of every five with Venezu- 
elans and Cubans making 
up most of the rest, accord- 
ing to Human Rights First, an 
advocacy group. 

The Biden administration 
has declined to say how 
many asylum-seekers have 
been returned to Mexico 
with court dates in the U.S. 
since the policy resumed 
and has not provided a 
breakdown by nationality. 

The Homeland Security De- 
partment said in response 
to questions that migrants 
can't choose to participate 
in MPP and that the policy is 
applied to those who can- 
not be expelled under pan- 
demic restrictions. It hasn't 
said who those people 
are, but Mexico only ac- 
cepts people from Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras and 
El Salvador under the U.S. 
public health order. Others 
from Western hemisphere 
countries are released with 
orders to appear in court 
or detained in the U.S. until 
they can be flown home, 
making them prime candi- 
dates for MPP. 

Migrants keep arriving at 
the Reynosa camp. Ruth 
Rubio, Marvin Lopez and 
their 6-year-old daughter 
fled Honduras after two of 
Rubio's siblings were killed 
in gang violence. Without 
guidance from the US. 
government, they are wait- 
ing indefinitely to find out 
if there's a way to apply 
for asylum without crossing 
the border illegally. Rubio's 
20-year-old daughter, who 
was wounded in Honduras, 
was allowed to wait in the 
U.S. pending an asylum de- 
cision. 

They are interested in the 
reinstated policy to wait in 
Mexico for court hearings 
in the U.S. It is expected to 
expand soon to the Texas 
border cities of Laredo and 
Eagle Pass. 

"If it's the only way (to get 
asylum in the U.S.), it's wel- 
come," said Juan Antonio 
Sierra of the Pastoral for 
Human Mobility in Matam- 
oros, a migrant aid group 
affiliated with the Catholic 
Church.) 


TUESDAY 1 FEBRUARY A8| LOCAL 


More than $150,000 in prizes 


The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba launched its amazing camp. 
Mega Win Luxury Vacations! | 


PALM BEACH — The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
just launched its amazing campaign: Mega Win Luxu- 
ry Vacations! This campaign starts on February 1st till 
April 30th, 2022, where they will raffle dream vacations 
to the newest hotels in the Caribbean: The Ritz-Carlton, 
Turks and Caicos and_ The St. Regis Bermuda Resort. 
They will also raffle dream vacations to The Ritz-Carl- 
ton, Aruba and more prizes amongst their visitors. 


All members of The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
can participate in this campaign starting February 1st 
till April 30th. There will be 3 drawing dates: February 
26th, March 26th and April 30th. A total of 10 finalists 
will be selected on each drawing date and will qualify 
through the raffle tickets in the raffle box and through 
the MVP (Most Valuable Player) promotion. To partici- 
pate is very easy: you need to be a member of The 
Casino VIP Club. For every 80 points you accumulate 
on slot play and every $40 dollars in Theoretical Win on 
table play you will receive one ticket. In addition you 
have the option to receive one free raffle ticket to par- 
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ticipate by visiting one of our Restaurants 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. 

With every dinner purchase at Casa 
Nonna New York and BLT Steak, you will 
receive a voucher to participate. Simply 
present the restaurant voucher together 
with the dinner receipt at the Casino VIP 
Desk on the same night to redeem your 
raffle ticket. 


The prizes for this promotion will be as fol- 

lows: 

e 3.x vacations for two persons to The 
Ritz-Carlton, Turks and Caicos 

e 3x vacations for two persons to The St. 
Regis Bermuda Resort 

e 3.x vacations for two persons to The 
Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

e 21 x slot credit prizes for a total of 
$52,500 


The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
keeps innovating by bringing exciting 
campaigns for their visitors who are al- 
ways surprised and excited to partici- 
pate. Additionally, The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba offers a thoughitully-tiered 
player reward program called ‘Elevate’, 
featuring exclusive benefits and events 
for members. Members can earn points 


for both slot machines and table games 
and receive cash redemption from slot 
machine points, while accumulated ta- 
ble comps can be redeemed towards 
enjoying the hotel’s celebrated ame- 


nities, including complimentary rooms 
nights, dining, and spa. 

The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba is 
known as the island's luxury casino where 
guests enjoy exceptional personalized 
service, a great selection of table games 
and state-of-the-art slot machines for a 
casino experience like no other. 


THE RITZ-CARLTON 


ARUBA 


For more information about the Mega Win 
Luxury Vacations Campaign, the Elevate 
Tier Program and other promotions, visit us 
at The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
VIP Desk or call us at 527-2276/ 527-2277 
and we will be delighted to assist you.) 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
siseeht Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 


Last but not least: check out our website, 


Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again.) 


of its affiliated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


The Prime Minister of Aruba 


Earn 


DOUBLE POINTS 


all day long! 


Use your Players’ Club card 


to play our slots and we'll 
DOUBLE your points! 


congratulates Honduras for its first 
female president Xiomara Castro 


ORANJESTAD - On Thurs- 
day, January 27, 2022, the 
Prime Minister of Aruba at- 
tended the inauguration 
of the Honduran president 
Mrs. Xiomara Casiro. 


President Castro is the first 
female President of Hondu- 
ras, making this occasion 
extra special. The Prime 
Minister of Aruba, Aruba's 
first female Prime Minister, 
attended the inauguration 
ceremony representing the 
Dutch Kingdom. During an 
interview with Honduran TV 
channel 11, the Prime Min- 
ister explained that she did 
not hesitate to be part of 
this historic event for Hon- 
duras when she received 
the invitation to represent 


the Dutch Kingdom. Both 
leaders have known each 
other for a while now. Ac- 
cording to the Prime Minis- 
ter, Aruba needs to expand 
its ties with Honduras. “We 
are currently in the recov- 
ery phase of Covid, and it 
is important to seek inves- 
tors to rebuild our island. 
What Covid has taught us 
is the importance of work- 
ing together and having al- 
liances”. 


Support of female leaders 

The Prime Minister men- 
tioned that it is more com- 
mon to have male leaders. 
That is why it is imperative to 
support each other. “Once 
companies and organiza- 
tions have female lead- 


ers, the women will bring 
other things to the table, 
like comprehension, empa- 
thy, and feelings. This is very 
important in the recovery 
from the Global Covid cri- 
sis. That is why | support the 


Honduran President”, the 
Prime Minister stated. 
The Prime Minister ex- 


pressed gratitude for the 
opportunity, hospitality, 
and warm welcome in Hon- 
duras. The Prime Minister on 
behalf of the Government 
of Aruba and the commv- 
nity of Aruba congratulates 
the people of Honduras 
with their new President 
Xiomara Castro. She hopes 
that the Hondurans support 
their new president in her 
endeavors.) 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 
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ORANJESTAD_ - 


Recently, 
the Minister of Justice, Roc- 
co Tjon, officially opened 


the Webinar: Human traf- 
ficking and smuggling or- 
ganized by the Coordina- 
tion Center Human Traffick- 


ing. 


The webinar Human Smug- 
gling “CMMA” was held at 
the (National Central Bu- 
reau for Counterterrorism, 


Security, and INTERPOL). 

In connection with the phe- 
nomena of Human Traf- 
ficking and Human Smug- 
gling, the CMMA held an 
intensive campaign called 
“open your eyes” to create 
awareness about this sub- 
ject. 

The authorities have in- 
vested more in securing 
the coastal border through 
the active “border agree- 


CMMA Webinar: 


Human trafficking and smuggling 


ment”, meaning that alll 
relevant departments are 
working jointly at the bor- 
ders. One of the _ invest- 
ments includes” Interpol at 
the borders”, and more will 
be invested in workshops 
and seminars to create 
awareness. Over 130 par- 
ticipants from all parts of 
the Dutch Kingdom, like the 
Netherlands, St. Maarten, 
and Bonaire, attended this 
webinar. 

According to the CMMA 
coordinator, Mrs. Jeanette 
Richardson, they opted for 
the virtual seminar because 
of the pandemic. With this 
webinar, the CMMA will 


continue to share informa- 
tion with those who work in 
law enforcement, including 
judges and prosecutors. 

The current trajectory is 
long from the first notifi- 
cation of human. traffick- 
ing and smuggling until it 
reaches the courthouse. 
Human trafficking is very 
complicated and requires 
adequate information. To 
helo share this informa- 
tion with the participants, 
the organizers invited two 
Dutch experts with over 20 
years of experience in the 
human trafficking and hu- 
man smuggling field and 
the public prosecutor. They 


shared their expertise on 
how to put their cases to- 
gether. 

The focus of the webinar 
was on the investigation 
part, for example, what 
one has to take into ac- 
count to have a solid case 
when presenting this in 
court. There will be more 
speakers who will share 
their knowledge with the 
participants. 

The Minister expressed grat- 
itude for the great initiative 
of the CMMA. This type of 
seminar is essential for the 
many Government depart- 
ments and partners within 
the Dutch Kingdom.) 
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European vaccination certification valid for 9 months 


ORANJESTAD - Starting Feb- 
ruary 1, 2022, the rules will 
change regarding the valid 
term of the European Vac- 
cination Certificate (Digi- 
tal Corona Certificate of 
‘DCC”). 


The reason for this change 
is the effectiveness of the 
vaccine over time. As of 
February 1, 2022, the valid 
term for the European Vac- 
cine Certificate will be nine 


months after taking the last 
vaccine of the basic se- 
ries of vaccines, meaning 
the first and second Pfizer 
vaccine or one Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. Individu- 
als who only received the 
first two Pfizer vaccines or 
one Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine and did not re- 
ceive their booster vaccine 
must be aware that many 
European countries will not 
accept the European Vac- 


cination Certificate with 
the basic vaccine series 
older than nine months. 
The validity of the Europe- 
an Vaccination Certificate 
cannot affect only the 
entrance into European 
countries but also the use 
of services in the hospital- 
ity area or cultural events. 
The validity period will be 
extended to nine months 
after receiving the booster 
vaccine. 


The DVG urges everyone 
over 18 years to get their 
booster vaccine as soon 
as possible, at least three 
months after receiving the 
second Pfizer vaccine or 
the first Johnson & John- 
son vaccine. The booster 
vaccine provides bet- 
ter protection against the 
Omicron variant. It also 
prevents complications 
and even_ hospitalization 
since the booster vaccine 


increases the number of 
antibodies in the person’s 
defense system. 

Those recently infected 
with Covidl19 should wait 
at least three months af- 
ter testing positive for their 
booster vaccine. 

The DVG also urges trav- 
elers to verify the destina- 
tion’s vaccine and_ test- 
ing rules as each country 
has its Covid19 policies for 
travelers.) 


ORANJESTAD- Recenily, 12 
professionals of different 
Government departments 
have completed the train- 
ing "Interrogation of Mi- 
nors". 


It is an essential achieve- 
ment for professionals who 
are now better equipped 
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to interrogate and investi- 
gate sexual abuse cases. 
The theoretical part took 
place in December while 
the practical part of the 
training recently ended. 
Now the entire Youth and 
Vice Police (JZP) is certi- 
fied. In addition to the JZP 
detectives, some psycholo- 


All youth and vice police detectives 
certified to interrogate 


gists of the Orthopedagogi- 
cal Centrum, Guardianship 
Council (Directie Voogdi- 
jraad), and Correction In- 
stitute Aruba (KIA) are now 
certified. 

According to Minister of 
Justice Rocco Tjon, in sex- 
ual abuse cases, a proper 
investigation is essential. 


This matter has also been 
voiced on multiple occa- 
sions by the Bar Associa- 
tion. They told Parliament 
that sometimes, in their 
plea, the investigation can 
be discredited if improperly 
done. By making a police 
investigation airtight, it can 
have an added value to 


the case. Several steps are 
taken to ensure that the 
cases are solid. The Public 
Prosecutor's Office will soon 
announce new instructions 
for specifically investigat- 
ing sexual abuse cases. 
The Minister was happy to 
see two prosecutors from 
the Prosecutor's office issue 
these certificates. 

Kinterview is a renowned 
organization with plenty 
of years of experience on 
this matter. It provides this 
training and certifies Police 
Departments in the Neth- 
erlands. The participants 
that completed the course 
were informed that the 
much-needed equipment 


for the “Studio Interrogation 
Room” was bought. It en- 
ables certified professionals 
to conduct interrogations 
according to the interna- 
tional rules and standards 
for solid investigations. Now 
there are enough profes- 
sionals that can conduct 
interrogations on such a 
high level. 


The Minister thanked Mrs. 
Daphny Tecklenborg, who 
is leading the “Family Jus- 
tice Center”, for her efforts 
in organizing this training. 
The objective of this train- 
ing is to continue to provide 
more professionals with 
valuable training.) 


Foundation “Ban uni man pa cria nos muchanan” needs a helping hand 
Feeding the needy children of Aruba every school day 


ORANJESTAD — “Ban uni 
man pa cria nos muchan- 
an” is a foundation whose 
goal it is to provide the 
needy children of Aruba 
with a_ breakfast every 
school day. A breakfast 
which consists of a sand- 
wich and a drink (juice or 
milk). It is an independent 
foundation, receiving no 
subsidy whatsoever from 
the government. 


The program started at the 
beginning of the 2001/2002 
schoolyear as a commu- 
nity service project of the 
Facility Department of the 
Dr. Horacio E. Oduber Hos- 
pital, with 138 children. At 
the closing of the schooly- 
ear 320 children were en- 
rolled and this kept grow- 
ing steadily each year. The 


2019 schoolyear — started 
with 650 children but as 
the schools reopened after 
the peak of the pandem- 
ic, the number of children 
grew to a staggering 794 
children at the closing of 
the 2019-2020 schoolyear! 
These children are from 57 
elementary schools all over 
the island. This number also 
includes about 70 children 
of the Traimerdia project, 
which is an after school 
program. For over 20 years 
the foundation has been 
providing breakfast to chil- 
dren of elementary schools 
but they are aiming on 
some day also be able to 
provide kindergartens and 
high schools, seeing that 
there are many children in 
need. 


The breakfast program is 
a sponsorship program; al- 
though the sponsors are 
encouraged to donate 
Fls 25.00 per month, the 
actual cost per child has 
doubled. Leaning towards 
Fils. 50.00 per month. Simple 
arithmetic shows that the 
current 450 sponsors are 
not enough. At Fls 50.00 per 
month it takes 800 sponsors 
to keep the program run- 
ning - or a combination of 
sponsors and donations. 

Due to the effect of the 
pandemic and the _ in- 
crease in consumption 
prices the foundation is ex- 
pecting a big deficit for the 
new school year of 2021- 
2022. If they don’t man- 
age to get sufficient funds 
they will have to reduce 
the amount of children to 


600, meaning that at least 
200 children won't be able 
to receive a breakfast this 
year and they would have 
to make the difficult deci- 
sion in choosing who will 
stay on the list and who to 
remove. The foundation 
will keep working hard and 
do their utmost on getting 
these funds but they need 
the help of the community. 


If you feel inspired by this 
article, do not just turn the 
page but act upon it. You 
can help and support this 
wonderful foundation by 
making a donation to their 
bank account at the follow- 
ing banks: CMB 22559501, 
RBC 43.65.011 and at the 
Aruba Bank 2516290190. 


For more information, or to 


receive a transcript of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the By-Laws or the latest Fi- 
nancial Report (2020-2021) 
of the foundation, please 
contact Mrs. Rachelle Roos 
at +297-527-4000 or Mrs. Fe- 
licia Halman at +297- 527- 
4750 or Mr. John Fun (Presi- 
dent) at +297-527-4711 or 
at +297-699-4330. 


Your support will help the 
children of this program at 
least have a breakfast ev- 
ery day. LJ 
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How your parents’ debt could outlive them 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

Many people believe one 
of two common myths 
when a= parent dies in 
debt, says Chicago estate 
planning attorney Michael 
Whitty. The first myth is that 
an adult child will become 
liable for their parents’ 
debt. The second myth is 
that they can't. 

Adult children typically 
don't have to pay their par- 
ents’ bills, but there are ex- 
ceptions. And even when 
a child doesn't have to pay 
directly, debt could reduce 
what they inherit. 

Debt doesn't simply disap- 
pear when someone dies, 
Whitty explains. Creditors 
can file claims against the 
estate, and those claims 
usually have to be paid be- 
fore anything is distributed 
to heirs. Creditors also are 
allowed to contact rela- 
tives about the dead per- 
son's debts, even if those 
family members have no 
legal obligation to pay. 

If you're concerned that 
your parents’ debt might 
outlive them, consider talk- 
ing to an estate planning 
attorney for personalized 
legal advice. Here are 
some issues to explore. 
WHEN YOU CAN AND CAN'T 
BE HELD PERSONALLY RE- 
SPONSIBLE 

Generally, family members 
don't have to use their own 
money to pay a dead rela- 
tive's debts unless they: 

— Co-signed a loan, were 
a joint account holder or 
otherwise agreed to be 
held responsible for the 
debt. 

— Are the surviving spouse 
and live in a community 
property state or a state 
that requires — surviving 
spouses to pay debts such 
as medical bills. 

— Were legally responsible 
for settling the estate and 
didn't follow state law. 

For example, if you're the 
executor of your parent's 
estate and distribute mon- 
ey to yourself or other heirs 
before paying off creditors, 
the creditors could sue you 
to get the money back. 
SHOULD YOU FEAR 'FILIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY’ LAWS? 
More than half of the states 
still have "filial responsibil- 


This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, a columnist for personal finance 
website NerdWallet.com. 


ity" laws on the books that 
technically could require 
adult children to pay their 
impoverished parents’ bills, 
says estate and elder law 
attorney Letha McDowell 
of Kitty Hawk, North Caro- 
lina. 

These laws are holdovers 
from a time when debtors 
prisons existed, says Mc- 
Dowell, who is president of 
the National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys. Their 
use has faded since the 
1965 creation of Medicare 
— the health coverage 
program for people 65 and 
over — and Medicaid, the 
health coverage program 


for the poor. 

Filial responsibility statutes 
are rarely enforced, al- 
though in 2012, a nursing 
home chain used Pennsyl- 
vania's law to successfully 
sue a son for his mother's 
$93,000 bill. Some legal ex- 
perts have predicted more 
such lawsuits as long-term 
care costs rise, but so far 
that hasn't materialized, 
McDowell says. 

HOW CREDITORS GET PAID - 
INCLUDING MEDICAID 

If someone dies with more 
debt than assets, their es- 
tate is considered insolvent 
and state law typically de- 
termines the order in which 
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the bills get paid. 

Legal and other fees for 
administering the estate 
are paid, as well as funer- 
al and burial expenses. A 
temporary living allowance 
may be provided for de- 
pendent spouses and chil- 
dren, depending on state 
law. Secured debt such 
as mortgages or car loans 
must also be repaid or refi- 
nanced, or the lender can 
claim the property. Federal 
taxes and other federal 
debts have a high prior- 
ity for repayment, followed 
by state taxes and debts, 
Whitty says. 

If Medicaid paid for some- 


one's nursing home expens- 
es, for example, the state 
can file a claim against the 
estate or a lien against the 
person's home, McDowell 
says. Medicaid — eligibility 
and recovery rules can be 
complex and vary by state, 
which is why it can help to 
consult an elder law attor- 
ney if a parent may need 
Medicaid to cover nursing 
home bills, McDowell says. 
She urges planning appro- 
priately "to make sure that 
your family doesn't wind up 
without a house." 

The last debts to be paid 
include unsecured debt, 
such as credit card bills or 
personal loans. If there's 
not enough money to pay 
those debts, the creditors 
get a share of whatever is 
left. Only after creditors are 
paid in full can any remain- 
ing assets be distributed to 
heirs. 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN 
COLLECTORS CALL 

Often, creditors won't even 
file a claim against an in- 
solvent estate if there's little 
hope they'll collect, Whitty 
says. But that doesn't mean 
they won't ask surviving 
family members to pay. 
Legally, debt collection 
agencies are allowed to 
contact a surviving spouse 
or executor to request pay- 
ment, and to contact rela- 
tives to ask how to reach a 
spouse or executor. How- 
ever, collection agencies 
aren't allowed to say that 
the debt is legally owed 
by a survivor if it isn't, Whitty 
says. 

"One of the reforms that 
has been noticeable over 
the time I've been practic- 
ing is that collection agen- 
cies now must affirmatively 
state that the surviving 
family members are not 
obligated on the debt," he 
says. 

Of course, collection agen- 
cies aren't known for al- 
ways following the law. If 
you're contacted by an un- 
ethical or abusive collec- 
tor, consider filing a com- 
plaint with the Consumer Fi- 
nancial Protection Bureau. 
You can do that, and learn 
more about your rights un- 
der the Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act, at the CFPB 
website.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 40Make 
1 Designer blank 
Wang 41 Bo same 
5 lron refining 

output = 42 Doesn't 

10 Daisy own 
variety = 43 Midmonth 

12 Pigeen's day 
perch 

13 Showy 
orange 
blooms 

15 Yale 
rooter 

16 Toddy 
base 

17 Sinking 
signal 

18 Humiliate 

20 Mete (out) 

21 River 
part 

22 Geases 

23 Hannah of 
“Splash” 

25 Safekeep- 
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Yesterday's answer 


11 Book 29 Was rude, 
goofs in a way 

14 They show 30 Use a 
craters 

19 Tribal care 
leader perhaps 

20 Sub shops 33 High 

24 Minors homes 

25 es . 35 Refinery 

om loser 

26Have high KS 

hopes 


DOWN 

1 Went to 
the palls 

2 Banished 

3 Ruling 
group 

4 Pro vote 

§ Slender 

6 — Aviv 

7 Prolific 
inventor 

8 Ancient 

QNeatnik’s 27 Carters 39 French 
no-nos successor ‘friend 


aan | 6 
BERR See 


28 ites fresh PEL ET PE Ey | 


Ze ee ee 
MERE Eee 
SERRE EEE 


PPE] PL Pe 
REEE See 
aan @n Wee 
PLT PL} Py 
SERRE 6A 


AXYDLBAAKR 
InLONGPELLOW 
Ohie letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three Ls. & for the bwo O's, etc. Single letters. 
upostraphes, the leaeth and formation of the words 
ace all hints. Each dav the code Jetiers are different. 


2-1 CRYPTOQUOTE 


brownies 
31 Manual 
reader 
32 Texas 
capital 
34 Relaxing 
resort 
35 Make a 
choice 
36 Top card 
37 Striped 
sea 
predators 


VRO AMV EYNB ROOGB VRG 
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BOTTB. — COKQSR I[KVDOKE 

Yesterday's Cryptoquute:; TRUST MEN AND THEY 
WILD. Br TRUE TO WOU: TREAT THEM GREATLY 
AND PHEY WILL SHOW THEMSELVES GIREAT. — 
RALPH WALDO EMERSON 


Safety app for drivers debuts in flood- 


te Virginia city 


This image provided by Kyle Spencer, acting chic! resience 
officer for the city of Norfolk, shows a flooded intersection along 
with a screenshot of the traffic app Waze depiction of the flood 
area in Norfolk, Va. 


NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — The 
sun was shining when Kim 
Williams hopped in her 
Honda Odyssey to visit a 
friend at a nursing home. 
But an unexpected down- 
pour on the drive back left 
her trapped in a maze of 
flooded streets. 

Williams made turn after 
turn to avoid rising waters 
in a century-old neighbor- 
hood in Norfolk before 
shutting off her minivan. 

"| knew that | would kill the 
car if | kept driving," Wil- 
liams said of the storm from 
a few years ago. "! called 
the tow company and they 
said, 'We'll get to it when 
we can. We've got a very 
long list." 

The increasing threat of 
sea-level rise on Virginia's 
coast means that an after- 
noon rainstorm can strand 
drivers for hours, delay par- 
ents from picking up chil- 
dren and damage cars be- 
yond repair - all without a 
tropical storm on the radar. 
The city of Norfolk is trying to 
do something about that: 
Officials have partnered 
with the tech firm Flood- 
Mapp and the Waze traf- 
fic app to warn residents of 
flooded roadways in real 
time. The project is being 
launched at a time when 
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cities around the world are 
trying to adapt to climate 
change. And it's an exam- 
ple of how new technology 
will likely play an increasing 
role. 

The pilot program in Norfolk 
went live this month after 
two years of development. 
FloodMapp CEO Juliette 
Murphy said the firm's mod- 
eling has proved to be "in- 
credibly accurate" along 
the streets of this low-lying 
city on the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

FloodMapp feeds data 
from rain forecasts, tide 
gauges and Norfolk's ter- 
rain into an algorithm. Driv- 
ers are warned on Waze 
when at least 6 inches (15 
centimeters) of water has 
likely pooled on a specific 
roadway. New flood infor- 
mation is updated every 15 
minutes. Kyle Soencer, who 
is helping Norfolk adapt to 
sea-level rise as its acting 
chief resilience officer, said 
a single storm can strand 
hundreds of vehicles. The 
plan is for Waze to eventu- 
ally reroute drivers when a 
road floods with 12 inches 
(30 centimeters) of water. 
The app's accuracy will 
improve, Spencer said, be- 
cause drivers will validate 
Waze's warnings. 


"It's kind of like a_ living 
thing," Spencer said. "The 
feedback loop can help 
make these models even 
better." 

Norfolk, a city of nearly 
250,000 people, is an ideal 
testing ground. It's more 
threatened than any oth- 
er place on the Atlantic 
Coast by the combination 
of sinking land and rising 
seas, said Molly Mitchell, a 
Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science professor. 

Water levels have risen by 
about 1.5 feet (.5 meters) 
since 1928. They're pro- 
jected to rise by close to 
another 1.5 feet by 2050 — 
or more depending on the 
Earth's rising temperatures. 
The Chesapeake Bay and 
the Elizabeth River form a 
crescent of water around 
three sides of the city, while 
other tributaries flow into its 
interior. During high tides, 
rains can overwhelm sew- 
ers and have nowhere to 
go but low-lying streets. 
Flooding affects truck traffic 
heading to and from port 
terminals. And it impedes 
the ability of U.S. Navy sail- 
ors to quickly reach the 
world's largest naval base, 
where piers are lined with 
aircraft carriers. 

Marc Rabinowitz, a now- 
retired psychoanalyst, lost 
his Saab in a nor'easter sev- 
eral years ago. Floodwa- 
ters blocked his commute 
to work. He turned down a 
one-way street the wrong 
way because it looked 
clear. 

"| got about halfway down, 
and water just starts filling 
up the car," he said. "The 
car clogs. It stops running. 
Luckily, a colleague who 
was walking to work starts 
pushing me off to the side." 
Drivers also face unpredict- 
able "rain bombs," which 
can dump an inch of water 
in 30 minutes on an isolated 
area. Marc Vigeant, a proj- 
ect manager for a marine 
construction company, 
was caught in one in 2020 
when he left work. 

Water pooled around him. 
He searched Google Earth 
for higher elevation and 
quickly drove his Toyota 
Corolla to a nearby park- 
ing lot.) 
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Fake poop helps evicted owls settle 
into new neighborhood 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 

AP Science Writer 

Settling into a new home 
can be tough for anyone. 
So scientists have come up 
with some tricks to make 
transplanted burrowing 
owls feel like they are not 
alone in their new digs, 
playing owl sounds and 
scattering fake poop. 

The owls' grassland homes 
are often prime real estate, 
and they've been losing 
ground to development 
in fast-growing regions like 
Silicon Valley and Southern 
California. Biologists have 
tried moving the owls to 
protected grasslands but 
the challenge has been 
getting the owls to accept 
their new homes. 

Just dropping off the owls 
in prime habitat wasn't 
enough, prior attempts 
showed. In a pilot program, 
scientists took pains to cre- 
ate the impression § that 
owls already lived there so 
they'd stick around. And it 
worked. 

"They like to be in a neigh- 
borhood, to live near other 
owls," said Colleen Wisinski, 
a conservation biologist at 
the San Diego Zoo Wildlife 
Alliance, which launched 
the experiment with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice. 

The scientists played re- 
cordings of owl calls before 
and after the new arrivals 
were released at four lo- 
cations in Southern Califor- 
nia. Wisinski used a syringe 
to squirt around fake owl 
poop — in reality, white 
paint. 

Their results were published 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Rent Sale 
P/O Front wks 2 & 4 - 1 bedr 
wks 1,8,9,31,32,52 - 2 bedr 
wks can be switched 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

215065 


For Sale 
Divi Village 
pool and ocean view, 
Deluxe studios, sleep 4 
Week 4- unit 7306 $9000 
Week 6- unit 7205 $7000 
Call 646 541 8726 USA 
Idankberg@nyc.rr.com 
214942 


This photo provided by the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance 
shows a burrowing owl in a habitat at the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park in 2014. 


Thursday in the journal Ani- 
mal Conservation. 

Burrowing owls are the rare 
extroverts of the raptor 
world. These long-legged 
owls with slightly cross ex- 
pressions actually love 
company. They nest in un- 
derground burrows” with 
many owls nearby. 

Such colonies provide pro- 
tection from predators, 
such as coyotes or hawks, 
that may try to snack on 
the  robin-sized, yellow- 
eyed birds. When one owl 
sounds an alarm, the others 
fly away. Federal law pro- 
hibits the killing of the birds 
but their habitat is not pro- 
tected. Typically, they are 
flushed from their burrows 
before properties are built. 
"If after eviction there's no- 
where for these guys to go, 
it's basically a death sen- 
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tence," said Lynne Trulio, an 
ecologist at San Jose State 
University who has studied 
burrowing owls for three 
decades. She was not part 
of the study. 

The population of western 
burrowing owls — the sub- 
species that lives in Calli- 
fornia — has declined by 
one-third since 1965. It is 
considered a "species of 
special concern" in the 
state. 

For their experiment, the 
scientists transplanted 47 
burrowing owls during 2017- 
2018. Twenty were outfitted 
with GPS devices to track 
their movements, and the 
scientists also returned to 
the sites to check on them. 
Most successfully settled 
into their new homes and 
established breeding colo- 
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FOR RENT 
DIVI DUTCH 
Unit for 6 
one week april 06 to april 16 
2Beds / 2 Baths $ 2,300.00 
More info 305 5927333 

215070 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 518&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215060 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k); 
Week 13/1509 (13k); 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k). 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
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HEALTH 


vv 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
|Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Rogan responds to Spotify protest, COVID advisories 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Following 
protests of Spotify kicked 
off by Neil Young over the 
spread of COVID-19 vac- 
cine misinformation, the 
music streaming service 
said that it will add content 
advisories before podcasts 
discussing the virus. 

IN a post Sunday, Spotify 
chief executive Daniel Ek 
laid out more transparent 
platform rules given the 
backlash stirred by Young, 
who on Wednesday had 
his music removed from 
Spotify after the tech giant 
declined to get rid of epi- 
sodes of "The Joe Rogan Ex- 
perience," which has been 
criticized for spreading virus 
misinformation. 

"Personally, there are plen- 
ty of individuals and views 
on Spotify that | disagree 
with strongly," wrote Ek. "It 
is important to me that we 
don't take on the position 
of being content censor 
while also making sure that 
there are rules in place and 
consequences for those 
who violate them." 

Ek said that the advisories 
will link to Spotify's fact- 
based COVID-19 hub _ in 
what he described as a 
"new effort fo combat mis- 
information." It will roll out in 
the coming days, Ek said. 
He did not specifically ref- 
erence Rogan or Young. 
Rogan responded to the 
fallout on Sunday, saying 
in a video on Instagram 
that he was only seeking to 
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This combination photo shows Neil Young in Calabasas, Calif., on May 18, 2016, left, and UFC an- 
nouncer and podcaster Joe Rogan before a UFC on FOX 5 event in Seattle, Dec. 7, 2012. 


have conversations on his 
podcast with people who 
have "differing opinions." 
"I'm not trying to promote 
misinformation, I'm not try- 
ing to be controversial," Ro- 
gan said. "I've never tried to 
do anything with this pod- 
cast other than to just talk 
to people." 

He also said that he sched- 
ules the guests on his pod- 
cast himself, and that he 
would try to book doctors 
with different opinions right 
after he talks to "the con- 
troversial ones." Rogan not- 


Hundreds of people protested in Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022, in a #MeToo demonsiration sparked 
by allegations of sexual improprieties linked to a popular 


Dutch TV talent show. 
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ed that he earlier sat down 
on the show with Dr. Sanjay 
Gupta, the chief medical 
correspondent for CNN, Dr. 
Michael Osterholm, who is 
a member of President Joe 
Biden's COVID-19 advisory 
board, and Dr. Peter Ho- 
tez from Baylor College of 
Medicine. 

Rogan additionally wel- 
comed the idea of adding 
advisories before podcasts 
related to COVID-19. 

"Sure, have that on there. 
I'm very happy with that,” 
he said. 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Hun- 
dreds of people protested 
Saturday in Amsterdam in 
a #MeToo demonstration 
sparked by allegations of 
sexual impropriety linked 
to a popular Dutch TV tal- 
ent show. 

The demonstration on Am- 
sterdam's Museumplein 
square was organized fol- 
lowing reports of sexual 
harassment, ranging from 
WhatsApp messages to an 
allegation of rape, linked 
to "The Voice of Holland." 
The popular show was tak- 
en off the air two weeks 
ago after women accused 
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Britain's Prince Harry and his 
wife, Meghan, Duchess of 
Sussex, who have signed a 
multi-year deal to produce 
and host podcasts for Spo- 
tify under their production 
company Archewell Audio, 
on Sunday urged Spotify to 
tame virus misinformation. 

"Last April, our co-founders 
began expressing con- 
cerns to our partners at 
Spotify about the all too 
real consequences of CO- 
VID-19 misinformation on 
its platform," an Archewell 
spokesperson said in a 


two panelists who have 
appeared on the show in 
recent years and its pianist 
and band leader of inap- 
propriate and unwanted 
sexual advances. 


The two coaches, both 


popular Dutch performers, 


have denied wrongdoing. 
The bandleader apolo- 
gized and resigned from 
the show. 

While a number of women 
have made complaints to 
law enforcement authori- 
ties, prosecutors have not 
yet announced whether 
they will charge anybody. 
The scandal has led to 


statement. "We have con- 
tinued to express our con- 
cerns to Spotify to ensure 
changes to its platform are 
made to help address this 
public health crisis. We look 
to Spotify to meet this mo- 
ment and are committed 
to continuing our work to- 
gether as it does." 

Earlier Sunday, Nils Lofgren, 
the Bruce Springsteen gui- 
tarist Gnd a member of 
Crazy Horse, a_ frequent 
collaborator with Young, 
said he was joining Young's 
Spotify revolt. Lofgren said 
he had already had the 
last 27 years of his music 
removed and requested 
labels with his earlier music 
to do likewise. 

"We encourage all musi- 
cians, artists and music lov- 
ers everywhere to stand 
with us and cut ties with 
Spotify," wrote Lofgren in a 
statement. 

On Friday, Joni Mitchell said 
she is seeking to remove 
all of her music from Spo- 
tify in solidarity with Young. 
Earlier, hundreds of scien- 
tists, professors and public 
health experts called on 
Spotify "to immediately es- 
tablish a clear and public 
policy to moderate misin- 
formation on its platform." 
Their criticism focused on a 
Dec. 31 episode from "The 
Joe Rogan Experience" in 
which Rogan featured Dr. 
Robert Malone, an infec- 
tious-disease specialist who 
has been banned from 
Twitter for soreading COV- 
ID-19.2) 


at TV show 


calls in the Netherlands for 
more action to make work- 
places safer for women. 
Labor union FNV said this 
week that "nearly five 
years after #MeToo, shock- 
ingly little has changed in 
tackling workplace sexual 
intimidation" and called on 
the government to tighten 
laws. 

FNV vice president Kitty 
Jong said that the alle- 
gations about "The Voice 
Of Holland" clearly show 
"that women in vulnerable 
positions have too few re- 
sources to address sexual 
harassment.'L] 


By HOWARD FENDRICH and 
PAT GRAHAM 

AP Sports Writers 

Mikaela Shiffrin describes 
herself as "super control- 
ling over everything that's 
happening in my life," so 
the two-time Olympic gold 
medalist is not all that fond 
of one particular can't-do- 
a-thing-about-it aspect of 
her chosen sport, Alpine ski- 
ing. 

"The weather," she said, 
"can literally change every- 
thing." 

The 26-year-old from Colo- 
rado is scheduled to open 
her Beijing Olympics on 
Feb. 7 as the defending 
champion in the giant 
slalom. A key word there 
is "scheduled," because, 
as Shiffrin experienced at 
the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Games, nothing is certain 
when it comes to the va- 
garies of various elements 
such as temperature, wind, 
sunlight or precipitation. 

In outdoor events, all of 
those factors can, and 
quite often do, alter the 
competition and the com- 
petitors themselves. 

™On a more macro level, 
it takes a lot of mental ef- 
fort to be ready to go out 
and compete in an Olym- 
pic event and when ... it 
doesn't happen ... it's, for 
sure, stressful and takes en- 
ergy away from that level. 
It's unlike any other sport, in 
that sense, right? 

"There's just not that many 
sports that are that affect- 
ed, and that exposed, by 
weather, both to affect the 
outcome of a race and to 
affect the outcome of an 
event," said Mike Day, Shif- 
frin's main coach with the 
U.S. ski team. "It will have a 
big impact and has had a 
big impact in the past." 
Olympians say the weather 
might change their prepa- 
ration and mindset before 
a contest. Once the con- 
test begins, it might harm — 
or, it's also true, help — their 
result. All of which turns this 
into just another source of 
stress at a one-day-every- 
four-years spectacle al- 
ready filled with them. 
"That's like, probably, 90% 
of what we're thinking 
about," said Keely Cash- 
man, a 22-year-old Alpine 
skier from California head- 
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Olympic athletes have 1 more thing to stress about: Weather 


Mikaela Shiffrin, of the United States, skies into the finish area after winning the gold medal in the 
Women's Giant Slalom at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea, Feb. 15, 2018. 


ing to her first Olympics. 
Snowfall is not in the fore- 
cast for the Yanging moun- 
tain area during these 
Olympics. Strong wind is ex- 
pected. 

Something else to contend 
with: the way light, and 
therefore visibility, switches 
as the sun moves across 
the sky over the course of 
a day, creating shadows 
that appear and recede. In 
an event like the downhill, 
where speeds can top 80 
mph (130 kph), it's vital to 
be able to pick up on nu- 
ances along the course. 
"You need to see everything 
on the slope," said Vincent 
Kriechmayr, a  30-year- 
old from Austria who won 
two golds at the 2021 Al- 
pine world championships. 
"When we have bad light, 
you have to react: 'What's 
coming (toward) my skis?’ 
... When we see the slope, 
we can push." 

As it is, the quality of the 
snow tends to deteriorate 
as more racers head down 


a hill. 

It generally is considered 
better to go earlier fo avoid 
ruts and bumps that devel- 
op. But if a headwind gives 
way to a tailwind, say, or 
if a cloudy day turns clear 
and the crystals of the snow 
shift, then advantages can, 
too. 

"It's rare to have days where 
it's consistent. You do have 
them, but they're few and 
far between," said U.S. ski 
team member Bryce Ben- 
nett, who won a World Cup 
downhill at Val Gardena, It- 
aly, in December. "The vari- 
ables make it interesting. 
When you're on the good 
side of variables, you're 
psyched. When you're on 


—— 
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the bad side, you're (an- 
gry). 

In action sports — think X 
Games — weather can al- 
most singularly dictate the 
outcome. 

A slate sky can dull the 
contrast between the 
background and the half- 
pipe for vaulting snow- 
boarders, making it tough 
for riders to pick out land- 
ing spots. Wind can slow 
down athletes as they try 
to gain speed to execute 
tricks with 1440 degrees — 
or more — of spin. Shifting 
winds are most dangerous 
on the slopestyle course, 
where jumps are as high 
as 80 feet, because riders 
can't properly calibrate the 


speed needed to execute 
tricks. 

"| feel like you'd be crazy if 
you weren't worried about 
that kind of thing," said 
freestyle halfpipe skier Car- 
ly Margulies, a 24-year-old 
from California. "But at the 
end of the day, you kind of 
just have to push that out 
(of mind)." 


That's a common_§ senti- 
ment. 
"I'm not God, so | can't 


do anything about it. You 
have to (accept) the situa- 
tion and just focus on your- 
self, focus on the skiing that 
you can do, focus on the 
technique and on the en- 
ergy," said Alexis Pinturault, 
the reigning Alpine World 
Cup overall champion and 
a three-time Olympic med- 
alist for France. "Of course it 
makes a difference — and 
we know it.” 

What sort of difference can 
the weather make on the 
clock in Alpine skiing? 

As much as a second, Pin- 
turault estimates. 

That's significant. The mar- 
gin between gold and sil- 
ver was no more than 13 
hundredths of a second 
in half of the 10 women's 
or men's races at the 2018 
Games. 

Four years ago, Shiffrin 
wanted to enter five indi- 
vidual events in South Ko- 
rea. 

Fierce winds led to post- 
ponements, prompting her 
to drop two races. 

"You only have so many 
weather days built into the 
schedule," said Shiffrin, who 
once again plans to par- 
ticipate in slalom, giant sla- 
lom, downhill, super-G and 
Alpine combined. "At the 
end of the day, you can 
make every move right. 
You can be rested and 
ready to go strong. And it 
still can be totally messed 
up for, essentially, reasons 
that are completely out of 
your control. | don't really 
love that idea."L) 
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Improbable run has Bengals saying "Why not us?" 


By TIM DAHLBERG 

AP Sports Columnist 
Money Mac was going to 
deliver, just as Joe Burrow 
did a few moments earlier 
and the Bengals' defense 
did for the entire second 
half and more. They had 
come too far down this im- 
probable road not to finish 
things off, even if history 
and the wrong end of a 
coin flip threatened to de- 
rail their best laid plans. 
Evan McPherson — aka 
Money Mac —was as good 
with his game winner as a 
handful of $100 bills, not to 
anyone's surprise. This was 
a kicker, you might remem- 
ber, who told teammates 
last week that they were 
going to the AFC champi- 
onship game even before 
he hit the winning field goal 
to beat Tennessee. 

What was surprising was 
Patrick Mahomes made a 
big mistake in a game the 
Kansas City Chiefs were 
about to put away as the 
final seconds ran out in the 
first half. Even more surpris- 
ing was the way an unher- 
alded Cincinnati defense 
suddenly rose up to put the 
clamps on the high-pow- 
ered Chiefs, then made a 
play in overtime that made 
the lost coin flip moot. 

Who Dey? Not too many 
people outside Cincinnati 
knew just a few weeks ago. 
They do now. The Bengals 
are Super Bowl bound for 
the first time since Ickey 
Woods was dancing the 
shuffle more than three 
long decades ago. 

And here's a tip for those 
betting the game at home: 


Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow (9) holds the Lamar Hunt trophy after an AFC cham- 
pionship NFL football game against the Kansas City Chiefs, Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022, in Kansas City, 
Mo. 


They're not content just to 
be there. 

"We were made for this 
moment," said safety Vonn 
Bell, whose interception of 
a tipped pass led to the 
winning field goal. "Why not 
US? 

That question would have 
been laughable two years 
ago when the Bengals 
were the worst team in the 
NFL. There weren't a lot of 
believers when the play- 
offs began three weeks 
ago, either, even as Bur- 
row warned that his team 
should be taken more seri- 
ously. 

They'll be underdogs for a 
third straight game in the 
Super Bowl, too, with the 
Rams a 3 1/2-point pick 
at home in Los Angeles. 


Fade them at your own risk, 
though, or you might end 
up like the bettor who put 
$200,000 on the Chiefs at 
Caesars Sportsbook when 
they were up 21-3, certain 
that the paltry 10 grand 
they would have made 
was free money indeed. 
"It's a special team capa- 
ble of doing special things," 
Bengals coach Zac Taylor 
said. "We're not surprised, 
it's where we were meant 
to be." 

The way the Chiefs played 
early Sunday, the only 
place the Bengals seemed 
destined for was a plane 
ride home. 

Down 21-10 with Kansas 
City just a few yards from 
yet another score, they 
could have taken their 
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beating and looked for a 
warm place to relax during 
the offseason. 

But a funny thing hap- 
pened. The Chiefs failed 
to score the touchdown 
just before halftime that 
might have put the game 
out of reach. Mahomes 
compounded the error 
with an ill-advised toss that 
cost them a field goal, too, 
when time ran out at the 
half. 

From then on, the Chiefs 
looked tight. They seemed 
tentative. Mahomes, who 
could do no wrong early, 
suddenly couldn't do any- 
thing right. 

And Burrow, the No. 1 draft 
pick who grew up only a 
few hours outside Cincin- 
nati, made the Chiefs pay 


for every mistake 
made. 

"We've been a second half 
team all year," Burrow said. 
"We didn't want to be that 
way but that's kind of how it 
worked out." 

That's probably not the 
best game plan for a Su- 
per Bowl, but these Bengals 
seem to believe, all the way 
from the top on down. Tay- 
lor talked afterward how he 
expected his tired defense 
to come up with a big play 
to begin overtime — and it 
did. He talked about Bur- 
row always seeming to find 
some way to gain yards 
when needed most, some- 
thing he did from the sec- 
ond quarter on. 

And he talked about what 
it meant to a city that nev- 
er gets a mention when the 
conversation turns to the 
NFL elite. 

"You can't help but think 
about all the people back 
in Cincinnati celebrating 
right now." Taylor said. "I'm 
so happy for the city of Cin- 
cinnati. They've waited for 
this moment." 

They got what they were 
waiting for, 33 years after 
losing to San Francisco in 
the Super Bowl. The Ben- 
gals delivered to a man, 
and their rookie kicker fin- 
ished off the 27-24 win with 
his 12th field goal in 12 post- 
season attempts, an NFL re- 
cord. 

Afterward, Burrow flashed 
the smile of a victor and 
even get a few laughs 
when asked whether the 
glittering large pendant 
around his neck contained 
real diamonds.) 


they 


infielder 


Jackie Robinson, 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
swings his bat in this ac- 
tion pose at Ebbeti's Field 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., on May 9, 
1051). 
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Vandalized plaque honoring Jackie Robinson 


to be displayed 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
A plaque honoring base- 
ball legend Jackie Robin- 
son that was vandalized in 
Georgia is coming to Kan- 
sas City's Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum to be 
put on display. 

The sign was erected in 
2001 outside the birth- 
place of Robinson near 
Cairo, Georgia. Communi- 
ty members there discov- 
ered last year that some- 


one had shot the plaque 
multiple times. 

Curator and museum vice 
president Ray Doswell told 
the Kansas City Star that 
displaying the defaced 
marker is an opportunity 
to teach the public about 
Robinson's story and com- 
bat hate. 

Robinson broke Major 
League Baseball's color 
barrier in 1947 when he 
became the league's first 


Black player. 
Robinson's hometown re- 
placed the damaged 


marker, with help from the 
league, and added an- 
other marker at a library 
last week. 

The vandalized marker is 
slated to go on display 
around mid-April, after a 
display case is built and 
spot secured in the mvu- 
seum, to coincide with 
the museum's celebration 


of the 75th anniversary 
of Robinson's debut with 
the Brooklyn Dodgers. The 
plaque is expected to be 
permanently loaned to 
the Kansas City museum 
for regular display. 

Museum community en- 
gagement manager Kiona 
Sinks said in a tweet that 
the vandalized marker will 
"serve as a reminder that 
the ugliness of America's 
past persists to this day."L) 


